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The Journey Continues 
 

Our journey through the story of God’s redemption of his lost people navigates us 

through a transition in the February readings. The descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and 

Jacob never return to the status of a powerful nation. Yet, God did not give up on them. 

God used the period of time known as The Exile to stretch their understanding of who 

God is. Through his prophets God inspired hope in the hearts of his people. God worked 

through foreign kings to keep his people alive and to orchestrate their return home. God 

is keeping his promise to Abraham that his descendants will be a blessing to all nations 

and to David that he will have a descendant who will reign as king over the people of 

God forever. 

Our journey will take us from the palaces and courts of Babylon and Persia to a ruined 

city called Jerusalem and the effort to rebuild the city of God. But our journey doesn’t 

end there. By the end of February we will find ourselves in a little town outside 

Jerusalem called Bethlehem where we will experience the birth of a baby boy. 

So, how are holding up? Are you getting tired? If so, please don’t stop now, for our 

destination is coming into view. By the way, if you haven’t been on this journey with 

us, now is a good time to join us. 

 

Your fellow pilgrim, 

 

Pastor Jeff  

 

 

Thank You for your support of Ornaments4Orphans.   
 

We ended up selling $726 worth of ornaments.  This will greatly help the children’s 

ministry in Uganda.  If you want more information on this ministry, you can visit 

their website www.ornaments4orphans.org. 

 

 

Update on Operation Christmas Child.   
 

When Toney UMC shipped our shoeboxes this year, we did something different.  We 

registered the shoeboxes online so we could track where they went.  We received notice 

that our shoeboxes have traveled to Madagascar, Benin, Tanzania, and Ukraine.  It is 

exciting to know that Toney’s outreach has gone to so many different places! 
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Toney United Methodist Church  
5465 Old Railroad Bed, Toney, AL 

256-859-1073 

www.toneyumc.org 
 

Rev. Jeff Armbrester Pastor 

 

 

 

Food Ministry Opportunity  
 

We would like to compile a list of people willing to make or buy a dish for 
those in the church who could use a meal for their family when there is an 
illness or death.  We hope to get enough volunteers so that one person 
would be asked to provide one dish, no more than once a month. There is 
a sign up list in the back of the sanctuary.  If you have any question contact 
Betty Mowery (256-851-7569) or the church office (256-859-1073). 

 

HAP House Food Drive  
 

HAP House Northôs cabinets are bare. They are in need of food to 
distribute to the community.  We will be collecting nonperishable food 
items for HAP House. There is a collection box in the back of the 
sanctuary. 
 

  Valentines Banquet  
 

February 11th, 4 - 7 pm  
The Jr. Youth are selling tickets now.  

$5 per ticket or $20 for a family. 
Menu - Spaghetti, Salad, Bread, Dessert and Beverage 

contact Betty Anderson for more information. 
 

Youth  Yard Sale  
 

The youth are planning to have a yard sale March 17, 2012.  
The proceeds will be used for the mission trip scheduled in  
June.  If you have any items you would like to donate contact  
Ronnie Turrentine (256-468-0969) or Jen Young (256-690-6581). 
 

http://www.ornaments4orphans.org
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Trusteeôs Report 
 
As we begin the New Year, there are a number of resolutions that we set for ourselves 

and our families. These resolutions can range from increased exercise to better home 

organization. Personally, I have made a resolution to read the Bible every day.  For 

Toney, the Vision Team has begun its resolution process by setting the strategic goals 

for 2012. As the Trustee representative on the Vision Team, I would like to inform you 

on two of the short term, tactical, goals that the Vision Team has identified to help 

ensure we meet the strategic goal of “Updating and Beautifying Toney UMC”.  

Tactical Goal #1 – De-clutter and Deep Clean the Church 

Opportunity to Help – We are planning to clean and start the de-cluttering process a 

couple of weeks prior to the Youth Yard sale. This will give the Youth the opportunity 

to sale some of the items that we find in the de-cluttering process. We will also take this 

opportunity to deep clean the church. This will be a very laborious effort, so help will be 

greatly appreciated! Updates will be made to the congregation as details begin to 

solidify.  

Tactical Goal #2 – Purchase and Install Newer TVs 

Opportunity to Help – We are planning to add flat screen TVs in the sanctuary for use 

during Sunday services. This will provide better pixel quality for presentations and 

enhance the delivery of the Sunday morning message. In addition to flat screen TVs in 

the sanctuary, we are planning to add flat screen TVs in each of the classrooms. These 

TVs will be installed on the wall, thus increasing the floor space of the classrooms 

making the rooms larger. Any donations made to this effort will be greatly appreciated! 

If any of you have questions or additional ideas, feel free to contact me. 

 

God Bless, 

Mike Parvin 

Finance Report 

Thanks to your generosity we were able to help two families in need. We assisted one 

family with a move by paying their deposit and first month’s rent. We were able to 

assist a second family with major car repairs. Thank you for your support. 

God Bless, 

Betty Anderson 
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 February 2012 
Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat  

 
 

  1 
8:15  am Prayer Group 

9:00  am Bible Study 

4:00 pm Youth Meet to  

        go to Manna House 

6:30 pm Bible Study 

 

No meal at church 

2 
 

 
 

 

 

3   
 

 
 

   4  
 

 

 

5 
  8:45 am Worship Service 

  9:45 am Sunday School 

11:00 am Worship  Service 

  5:00 pm Choir Practice 

  5:00 pm Youth 

  

 
   

6 
 

6:30 pm Boy  

  Scouts 

 

 
 

7 
 

 
 

8 
 

8:15  am Prayer Group 

9:00  am Bible Study 

6:00  pm Dinner 

6:30  pm Bible Study 

6:30  pm Youth &  

         Children’s Study 

6:30 pm Bible Study 

9 
 
 

10 
 

6:00 pm 

Vertical  Ropes 

Climbing 

 

 

11 
 

 

4:00 - 7:00 pm  

Jr. Youth 

Valentines  

Spaghetti Diner 

12 
   
  8:45 am Worship Service 

  9:45 am Sunday School 

11:00 am Worship Service 

  3:00 pm Vision Team  

  5:00 pm Choir Practice 

   5:00 pm Youth 

 

13 
 

6:30 pm Boy  

  Scouts 

14 
 

 

15 
 

8:15  am Prayer Group 

9:00  am Bible Study 

6:00  pm Dinner 

6:30  pm Bible Study 

6:30  pm Youth &  

         Children’s Study 

6:30 pm Bible Study 

 

16 
 

 

 

17 
 

 

 

18 
 

Pack 86  

Blue & Gold  

 

 19 
  8:45 am Worship Service 

  9:45 am Sunday School 

11:00 am Worship  Service 

  5:00 pm Choir Practice 

  5:00 pm Youth 

 

20 
 

6:30 pm Boy  

  Scouts 

 

 
Newsletter Article  

Deadline 

21 
 

 

 
 

22 
8:15  am Prayer Group 

9:00  am Bible Study 

6:00  pm Dinner 

6:30  pm Bible Study 

6:30  pm Youth &  

         Children’s Study 

6:30 pm Bible Study 

 

 

 

23 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

24 
 

6:00 pm 

Vertical  Ropes 

Climbing 

25 
 

Pack 94  

Blue & Gold 

26           
   

  8:45 am Worship Service 

  9:45 am Sunday School 

11:00 am Worship  Service 

  5:00 pm Choir Practice 

  5:00 pm Youth 

 

 

27 
 

6:30 pm Boy  

  Scouts 

 

 

28 
 

 

29 
8:15  am Prayer Group 

9:00  am Bible Study 

6:00  pm Dinner 

6:30  pm Bible Study 

6:30  pm Youth &  

         Children’s Study 

6:30 pm Bible Study 
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   Acolytes 
2/05/12  Kelly Noe 
2/12/12  Tye Noe 
2/19/12  Christopher Noe  
2/26/12  Stephen Noe  
  
   Greeters 
2/05/12  Faye Gwin 
   Betty Mowery 
2/12/12  Laura Gummel 
   Dolores Rose 
2/19/12  Eva Bolden 
   Pat Pope  
2/26/12  Randy & June Loy 
   
   Nursery 
    8:45         11:00  
 

2/05/12  Amy Reagan    Jen Young 
2/12/12         Cindy Drake 
2/19/12  Eva Bolden     Mary Noe 
2/26/12  Mary Cook     Kelly Pennington 
 
                     

If you need to switch your date, please  
make arrangements with another volunteer.  It is 
okay to make this schedule convenient for all.   

Here are the birthdays for February  
Godõs blessings to you and if we missed 
you, please drop us a note in the bin 
outside the church office. 
 

 

 2 Kim Cole 
     Sharon Elam 
  5 Will Reagan 
10 Joan Smith 
     Sarah Hendrix 
13 Rhonda Turrentine 
17 Peyton Morrow 
18 Trish Stephens 

24 Larry Foreman 
     Rob Willis 
28  Margaret Southern  

 
 

 
Seniors Meeting  

 

The "Keenagers", the TUMC 
Senior Group will once again visit 
"Miss Toney's Tea Room".  Last 
year we had such a good time 
tasting the different varieties of tea 
room dishes, we decided to visit 
"Miss Toney" again.  So, on 
Thursday, February 23 at 11:00 
a.m. we will meet at the church for 
a pot luck luncheon.  Please bring 
your favorite tea room dishes to 
share.  Proper attire will include 
hats and gloves (if you wish).  So 
come join with us for this very 
special luncheon.  
 

 

Toney UMC Yahoo Group  
 

If you would like to be added to the 
Toney UMC Yahoo email distribution 
list, you can join the group by going to 
http://groups.yahoo.com, go to find a 
Yahoo! Group, search for Toney 
United Methodist Church and then 
click join.  If you have question you 
can contact the church office at 
office@toneyumc.org or  
256-859-1073. 
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 Youth Happening  
  

January was here and is gone.  2012 is off to a fast start already.  During the next 6 weeks or so we 

will be getting ready for the rummage sale.  We have a little bit of extra storage in our enclosed 

trailer but not much since we have been cleaning out our house of unwanted items.  We will start 

collecting in the gym, the week before the sale on March 17th.  This year the Youth will earn credit 

from the sale depending on the number of hours they work, plan and simple the more hours you 

work the more credit you get.   

  

When hours are available 

Wed 14th (6:30-7:30 pm) 
Thurs 15th (6-8 pm) 

Fri 16th (6-9 pm) 

Sat 17th (7am-1pm) 

Sun 18th (11am-?) 

Total hours 13-14 hours (depending on how long clean up takes)  

  

February 

Wed 1st -- Manna House, meet @ church 4pm 

Sun 5th -- Super Bowl party (need a host) 

Sun 26th -- Mission Trip payment due 

 
March  

Wed 7th -- Manna House, meet @ church 4pm 

Wed 14-16 -- Rummage Sale set up 

Sat 17th -- Rummage Sale 7am - Noon 

Sun 25th -- Mission Trip payment due 
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A Vision for 2012 
It is hard to believe that the first month of 2012 is coming to a close.  It has been a very 

busy month for the Vision Team.  We have met every week to lay out a vision for what 

we as a Vision Team and what we as Toney UMC will seek to accomplish this year.  It 

has not been an easy process, but a very satisfying one.  Have you ever been getting 

ready to get started on a fabulous vacation?  One where it took a lot of work to get ready 

to go, but you knew it was going to be a fantastic adventure and it was?  That is how I 

feel about Toney UMC right now.  We have struggled with some challenges the past 

few years, but there is a new energy on the Vision Team that I am feeling.  We have a 

lot of great ideas and I hope and pray that our Toney Family will come together to see 

what we can achieve – together! 

 

So what are all these great ideas?  Well we started with Toney UMC’s Mission State-

ment: 

 

Toney United Methodist Church exists to make disciples for Jesus Christ by helping 

people CONNECT with God, GROW in the relationship with Jesus, and SERVE Christ 

in our community. 

 

We then spent a while focusing on how we want to Connect, Grow, and Serve at Toney 

UMC this year.  In our brainstorming session, we came up with our Vision Statement 

for 2012: 

 

Toney UMC will be a Godly church family who really takes care of each other. 

 

How do we achieve that?  Well we start with two very basic things that are not easy to 

accomplish.  One is to be a Church That Communicates.  That means the Vision Team 

communicates with the congregation and staff, the staff communicates with each other 

and the congregation, and we communicate with each other.  We also need to become a 

better organized congregation.  That means we identify leaders for ministries, activities, 

and projects well in advance.  We train those leaders with the knowledge they need to 

support Toney UMC.  And we as a congregation support those leaders with our time, 

talents, and resources as they organize and conduct their work.  And that we celebrate 

their accomplishments and thank God for their service.  As part of getting organized, the 

Vision Team is also seeking to upgrade and modernize our tools.  We are looking at 

church management tools, ways we can communicate through other media, and ways to 

make it easier to contribute to the church. 

5 

Toney United Methodist Church Newsletter February 2012 

Using this foundation, we will seek to accomplish several projects as a congregation.  

We are looking for more opportunities for adult involvement, more choice for 

participation, increased children and youth involvement, more support for our seniors, 

and increased mission.  We would like to see the choir grow and look at ways to grow in 

communion.  We also want to find ways to show each other that we care and show the 

community that we care for them.  Of course, this all ties back to Connect, Grow, and 

Serve.  In the end, the Vision Team wants to see Toney UMC become a bigger church 

with healthy growth.  We would like to see our 2012 growth achieve 120 in worship, 12 

new professions of faith, and 30 new members.  Those are some very large goals, but if 

we walk in faith, trust in God, and work with each other in Christian love, we can 

achieve much, much more. 

 

We hope and pray that you will all join us in this adventure.  Toney UMC is a great 

church and a great family.  We want to share that family and the love of Jesus Christ 

with those around us.  If you have an idea, please let us know.  If you have a concern, 

please let us know.  If you are willing to step up and lead or serve, please let us know.  

We are here to serve you and will, with God’s help, strive to do our best. 

 

God Bless, 

Mark Brown 

 

 

2012 Vision Team: 

Chair - Mark Brown 

Vice Chair - Mike Parvin 

Secretary - Ginny Satterfield 

Finance - Betty Anderson 

SPR - Greg Houston 

Connect - Betty Mowery 

Grow - Beverly Cole 

Serve - Cindy Drake 

Trustee (acting) Mike Parvin 


